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Key Points

 Today’s energy challenges are complex and 
interdisciplinary

 Universities are well-positioned to develop creative 
solutions

 Corporations have the ability to implement 
solutions

 Differing cultures in academia and industry can 
make meaningful partnership challenging

 Colorado has a unique culture of collaborative 
entepreneurship

 Illustrated with 3 examples
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Create an exceptional renewable energy project at an 
outstanding wind site to meet Colorado’s electric needs 
through best development  practices while providing a 
unique, world-class research laboratory.

Case Study #1
Envirofit International
A non-profit, global corporation



Nw York

LOCATION: Fort Collins, Colorado

Colorado



COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY
ENGINES & ENERGY CONVERSION LAB
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Clean Cookstove Program
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Gen III –
Design for
Reduced Cost



Importance of Aesthetics





Manufacturing



Distribution 
& Sales

19





21



22



Create an exceptional renewable energy project at an 
outstanding wind site to meet Colorado’s electric needs 
through best development  practices while providing a 
unique, world-class research laboratory.

Case Study #2
Solix Biofuels
Fast-growing for-profit startup
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Annual Production
Soybean: 40 to 50 gallons/acre
Rapeseed: 100-150
Mustard: 150
Jatropha: 150-200
Palm oil: 650
Algae est.:   5,000-15,000

Water: Algae culturing typically uses 98% less water 
than irrigated fuel crops (corn, soy, etc.)
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400 feet

New Site:
Southwest Colorado, Coyote Gulch



Create an exceptional renewable energy project at an 
outstanding wind site to meet Colorado’s electric needs 
through best development  practices while providing a 
unique, world-class research laboratory.

Case Study #3
FortZED Smart Grid
Model of regional cooperation



Smart Grids: Fort ZED
Fort Collins Zero Energy District

• Major DOE R&D program
• Based on region’s global 

expertise in “smart” electric 
grids & renewables integration

• Uses City, university, & 
businesses as a test platform

• Unique model of partnership
• Key to meeting City & 

University climate goals



FortZED 
Partners

http://www.woodward.com/default.cfm�
http://www.cat.com/�
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Create an exceptional renewable energy project at an 
outstanding wind site to meet Colorado’s electric needs 
through best development  practices while providing a 
unique, world-class research laboratory.

Contact Info
Dr. Bryan Willson
Bryan.Willson@ColoState.edu

www.EECL.ColoState.edu
www.Energy.ColoState.edu
www.Envirofit.org
www.SolixBiofuels.com
www.FortZED.org   
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